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The jackrabbit is one of the fastest animals in the desert. Its survival relies partly on its ability for quick escapes with speeds up to 35 miles per hour. On the other hand, with an average speed of 20 feet per minute, how does the slow-moving desert tortoise survive? The secret is in its shell. A tortoise’s shell is made up of two layers: a layer of bone with an outer layer of scutes, which create the patterns we see on tortoise shells. The shell is actually part of the animal’s body. It provides a strong armor against predators, though it can take 6 years before a young tortoise’s shell completely hardens. During that time the shell is flexible. This gives baby tortoises the ability to bend the bottom of their shell with the top for a tighter seal when they pull inside their shells for protection. Adult tortoises lose this flexibility as they grow older but in exchange, their shells become completely hardened. This helps to protect adult tortoises from the claws, teeth, and beaks of potential predators.
Directions: Read the information then determine which of the following statements are fact (accepted as true information), inference (a reasonable conclusion from evidence), or opinion (a belief without positive proof) by circling your answer.
1.
A tortoise’s shell is part of its body. 


FACT
    
INFERENCE
OPINION

2. The shell of the desert tortoise protects it from everything. 

FACT
    
INFERENCE
OPINION

3. Hatchlings (baby tortoises) have soft shells.

FACT
    
INFERENCE
OPINION

4. The desert tortoise is the most adapted reptile in the desert.

FACT
    
INFERENCE
OPINION
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Unlike the desert tortoise, jackrabbits rely on speed for their survival.
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