Ways to Green Your Business

1. Buy energy-efficient office equipment – Energy Star-rated equipment is an option at work as well as at home. Energy Star equipment has power management features that allow it to reduce its power use or turn itself off when not in use. According to the EPA, Energy Star-labeled equipment can save up to 75 percent of total electric use.

2. Change your lights – Switch our your regular incandescent bulbs for CFLs; Replace a standard, incandescent exit sign with an energy efficient sign and save about $20 a year; Replace T12 lamps (1.5 inch diameter) and magnetic ballasts with T8 lamps (1-inch diameter) and electronic ballasts, and reduce energy use by 40%. (Note: New T5 lamps, which save even more, may be appropriate as well). Please note: CFLs cannot be thrown in the trash since they contain mercury. All Coachella Valley residents except those living in Palm Springs can drop them off at the Burrtec recycling center at 41-800 Corporate Way, Palm Desert CA 92260. For further disposal information call Burrtec 340-2113. Palm Springs residents can call 327-1351 to find out how to properly dispose of CFLs.

3. Close doors – Make sure your doors are closed when the air conditioning or heat are running. 

4. Control the temperature – Move your thermostat down 2 degrees in winter and up 2 degrees in summer. You can also install a programmable thermostat, which will automatically lower air conditioning or heat at night and raise them in the morning. Also, dress comfortably for the weather and adjust your layers of clothing before you adjust the thermostat.

5. Recycle – All it takes are a few indoor recycling bins (any type of large plastic container will do) and a phone call to Jennifer at Burrtec (327-6918) to request an outdoor recycling bin. For those businesses in Palm Desert, the city will also provide you with free indoor recycling bins. Contact Lisa Ream at 346-0611 to obtain the bins and learn about other ways to reduce waste and costs.

6. Commit to environmentally friendly purchasing practices – Encourage your company to make a commitment to purchasing paper and plastic materials made with post-consumer recycled content. Companies should avoid paper produces made from 100% virgin fiber content, and switch to paper that is 30% post-consumer content at minimum. Also, look for plastic and metal products made with recycled or scrap material. 

7. Be thrifty with paper – Don’t print out each memo or email you received. Make sure your office copier can make two-sided copies, and get everyone in the office to do the same. If people don’t take the hint, arrange to have your copier’s default set to the two-sided rather than one-sided option. High-speed copiers that are set to automatically make two-sided copies reduce paper costs by $60 per month and 
8. of course save paper. Save even more paper by using the blank sides of used sheets for note-taking and printing drafts.

9. Use reusable utensils for office parties – Encourage your office manager to invest in a set of dishes, cups and utensils that can be used each time rather than breaking out plastic utensils and paper plates for each get together; encourage all employees to bring their own water bottles to work instead of purchasing water in a bottle. 

10. Bring a waste-free lunch – Store your food in reusable containers rather than wrapping in foil or plastic. Keep a knife, fork, spoon and cloth napkins at work and bring your hot or cold drinks in a thermos or reusable water bottle and drink them from a mug you keep at your desk.

11. Maximize natural light and turn off all unnecessary office lights. Bathroom lights are a great place to start. 

12. Turn off – Turn off office equipment such as printers, computers, fax machines, coffee makers and air conditioning at night and when not in use. Adjust power management settings to activity “sleep” mode during periods of inactivity. 

13. Power strip it – Plug all radios, cell phones, mp3 chargers, fans and other personal electronics into a power strip that can be turned off when not in use. These devices draw energy 24/7, even when switched off. 

14. Get an energy audit – If your business operates in IID service territory, call IIDs public programs office at 339-9032 to get a free energy audit and find out how your business can reduce its energy consumption and costs. Those businesses operating in the city of Palm Desert can request a free energy audit by contacting the Office of Energy Management at 837-0287.

15. Pay Bills Online – Start paying bills online to reduce the amount of fuel needed to ship mail and save trees (an important consideration since 20% of all the global warming pollution created comes from deforestation). According to a recent TIME magazine article, if every American household paid bills online, it would reduce solid waste by 1.6 billion pounds and cut greenhouse gas emissions by 2.1 million tons a year.
16. Go green when you clean – Use cleaning products that are non-toxic, biodegradable and free of dyes. Seventh Generation and Ecover are reliable brands sold at stores like Henry’s and Clarks. However, even Clorox, with its Green Works line, has now moved into the “earth friendly” market. Vinegar mixed with water is also in inexpensive and effective all-purpose cleaner for floors, windows and countertops. 
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