Interview With A Desert Tortoise

Pass out copies of “Interview With A Desert Tortoise” (hard copy provided). Have students read the interview and discuss the information in preparation for writing their own interview. 
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· Do tortoises live in the ocean? 
· Where do tortoises find water in the desert?

· How does it escape the heat?

· What is the genus? What does it mean?

· What sources would you go to in order to get more information about this animal?

ACTIVITY LESSON

Students will write and share their own interview (working in pairs or individually). Have class brainstorm information that they would like to know about the desert tortoise or that they find most interesting—protection status, reproduction, anatomy, ancient humans and the tortoise, etc.  They will research their chosen tortoise topic for their interview. Discuss the difference between yes/no and open-ended questions. Have each student (or pair) for-mulate three to five questions with answers. Invite student discussion with questions to get them started:
· Are the interview questions “yes/no,” or “open-ended?” 

· How does question style affect the interview flow or type of interview?
· What information do you wish the interviewer would have added?

· Concentrate on the answers given by Gopherus. 

· What follow-up questions would you ask Gopherus? 

· How would Gopherus respond?
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Interview With A Desert Tortoise

Gopherus agassizii, the Desert Tortoise, is proving that slow and steady pays off. With an average speed of 20 feet per minute, this reptile knows how to stop and smell the flowers. We caught up with our state reptile for this interview and began by asking a little bit about its past…
Gopherus: Well, I haven’t changed much over the past millions of years—of 
course turtles have slowly changed over time to survive in specific environments like salt water, fresh water, and on land. 

CL: Where do you call home now?

Gopherus: Land. In fact, turtles that are strictly land based are called 
tortoises, which is part of my name. 

CL: You mentioned your name, “Tortoise.” Your genus, “Gopherus” is 
unusual, what does it mean?

Gopherus: It means “burrowing” tortoise. I have claws for digging and 
flattened forelimbs for shoveling dirt. One of my strongest talents is burrowing to escape desert temperatures.

CL: You’ve been around a long time, how do you survive in the desert, 
where do you find water?

Gopherus: I avoid the hottest part of the day. I also get most of my water by 
eating succulent desert plants. When I drink after a rain, I can store up to a cup of water in my bladder. And I burrow.

CL: Where can your fans find out more about you? 
Gopherus: You can find out more about me by visiting places like Joshua 
Tree National Park, The Living Desert, or you can read about my life in books about desert tortoises found in your school library, or type in  “desert tortoise” on-line to discover a lot of interesting facts about me.
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