The Tortoise and the Hare

The jackrabbit runs fast.  Who can catch it? The desert tortoise walks slow. How safe is it? A hard shell keeps the desert tortoise safe. The tortoise is a reptile with a shell. The shell is hardened by bone. It is part of the animal’s body. The shell gets very hard as the tortoise grows up. A tortoise is safe from the claws, teeth and beaks of animals that try to grab it. Baby tortoises do not have a hard shell. Their shell can bend like your fingernail. After about  five years old, a tortoise’s shell grows hard. Can you name another animal that has a shell?
Animal Speeds In Tortoise Habitat: 

Jackrabbit


35 mph

Coyote



30 mph, up to

40 mph (short distances)

Human



27 mph 

Average dog


19 mph

Roadrunner


15 mph
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3.4 mph

[image: image2.wmf]Desert Tortoise

.23 mph

Snail



.03 mph

An animal’s speed (or pace) means how fast it can move. Look at the list above and circle the correct sign in the sentence, greater than (>) or less than (<):

1.
     A roadrunner’s speed is     >      <     the speed of the desert tortoise.

2.
     A jackrabbit’s speed is     >      <     the speed of a coyote.

3.
     A snail’s speed is     >      <     the speed of the red racer snake.

4.
     The average dog’s speed is     >      <     a roadrunner.

[image: image3.wmf]5.
     The desert tortoise’s pace is     >      <     a snail’s pace. 
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