NUTS ABOUT NATURE!
Here are eleven fun ways to experience the natural world
with your friends and family.
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Start a neighborhood pet club or “go wild” and start a reptile, insect, or arachnid club. Help others learn about the importance of these animals including their wild cousins in the desert environment. Exchange animal pictures and information. Include Saturday hikes!
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The desert has the best view of the night sky. Learn about the stars, constellations and galaxies you can see. Call the local astronomy club (or start your own!) and go to their next star party.
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Go on a guided hike or attend a presentation about wildlife. Write down ten or more things you learned. Be sure and share your favorite fact(s) with others.
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Invite your family or friends on an early morning desert hike that you will lead. Have it last for at least half an hour. On the hike, identify any plants, insects or animals you observe. Record the details. Be sure each hiker has their own water and everyone wears a hat!
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Camp out in the desert or the mountains for one night and record all of the sounds you hear.
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Make a crossword puzzle about desert creatures. Make copies for your family and friends to complete.
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Make a collage of your favorite environment like the desert, forest, or ocean. Include a brief description about each of your pictures and how they are related, or give your family a “tour” of your collage as after dinner entertainment!
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Be a guest speaker at a summer camp (any age) or scout meeting and teach them a lesson about your favorite desert animal.
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Draw a picture of the desert and include as much detail as you can; make it as creative as you like.
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Write a song or poem about the desert that your friends can learn and recite for special occasions like rainy days, birthdays, promotions or graduations.
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Create a critter journal. Write down your observations and include drawings of animals from your yard, the desert, in the mountains, at the river, or at the beach.
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