Please visit:

http://www.tortoise-tracks.org/gopherus/lifecycle.html
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                                                LIFE CYCLE of the 

    
 



     
        Desert Tortoise






              Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee

The tortoise shell has two layers with a layer 


of scutes over a 


layer of bone. In 


the wild sexual 


maturity is reached 


between 14 – 20 


years.





Mating may occur anytime after emergence from hibernation in March until the beginning of hibernation in October. Most mating activity is in the spring.





Growth is slow in the wild. As a tortoise grows, bone develops under the layer of scutes. By the time the tortoise is 5 years old the bone is well developed and the shell is hard.  Tortoises 


                               may live to 


                               be 60 to 


                               100 years                 


                               old.








Between May and July the female usually digs a nest at a burrow entrance or near a shrub. She carefully deposits 1 to 14 eggs. The eggs resemble ping-pong balls.








Hatchlings are about the size of silver dollars. Their shells are soft and composed mostly of scutes. Females tortoises do 


not provide care for their young.  Only 1 to 5 out of every 


100 hatchlings 


will survive to 


adulthood.





After incubating for 


70 to 120 days, the 


hatchlings break out 


of the shell using an egg tooth. 


The yolk sac provides nourishment even after hatching.  








